Buck Rogers' birdman

Thom Christopher flying high as ‘Hawk’

By Ron Miler

H._'Il'n'lr"lu'l'l;,:l'lltl
WHAT DO YOU DO o you're & grown
M, 3 Sedas BClod Dy prolEson. and
yoll wind up = 8- DT Eirras TV Geres
playeng 2 characier who's hall man and
ratl tird?

Yewi moll” savs Thom Cnnstophe
ihe predatory  Haws ol NBOs “Buck
Rogers” (7 p.m Thursdays on Channal 5|

Actually, Crrglophar 1501 Damg anlng
Iy lacetioss abou! hil, A5 he @kplass
tngl leather-hegded getup e weam i
tha Show rfealy doss mol  consiamily
eannil] @ madl wherever ne gos:

By mow Chestiopher has HdArd st
abou all 1 berd jokas avEr dheamed L
and has omcovernsd Inad @ Qo SeaEs
gl Bumof 6 (he Desl oslanse He has
posma 1o undarsiand what 1 mus! be like
10 be Leonard Mimoy, Iving B3 nevor
ﬂnr_’ung bEFEEMD OF DOonty-Ba8r Qags

When NBC odacided Buck Rogers
naedad O worhy ROWeriEEry wno: evan
fually would DECOMmE his closed asy
space, the proud, longly Hiws Wik Cre-
ated by producer John Mantley oul o
ing sama inghedsens nal gave beih 1o
Mimoy's Spock on ine legandary Tali
Tiek

Crrgtiopher was fully aware o f[he
ciose similamiss petween the charscliens
and how the mie ol Spock has diverted
Mimoy's Caréer Oown B MEinow Tunned
with few Si0e Exils

“nan | -jook iha mis” Chnsiogohst
gays, “Jack and | lafked aboul that We
EmEw thane. would DB e  FEWSan
Spockan Companson’

Thay Decioed Hawk would RillE the
same: function B8 Spock — e NEmp s
right-hand man — bt would resemble
furm an no ofhed wiy Spotk & an emo
fionless. cembral characier from 1he
planal Wulcan while Hawk & & hob
Bloooed ocescendam of berdman who
once iwed on Easter bsiand

"Ha's conssiantly 1he noble Savage’
Chrsiopher sBys "He canl osa hes
primaiee mshncls He B a hawk

Christophar Bnt he frsl guy you
mighi Ipok for to play & Didman He has
worked 0 several sarber sangs. nChao-
ing “Bronk,” “Kojak~ “Eddie Capa Mys
peras t Bnd “The Ronkes ™ waualy olay
ing contermposary urban types Ha has a
strong background in thealer and ne
aura of & cultured man. Ha'E 80 SENOUS

Thown Chnstophar 85 “Hawk™ /M A
tecen] "Buck Rogers' eprsode

abol hig actmpg that he melerss 1o his
lalent as s “insinemend

Bul me has this dadl DOOGNG ook
that no doubl comanced the produtsEs
e might ook lough o leathers father
iRan just plam iy

B has bedn an incredible acting cha
lenga says Crnstiopher, who cliems M
had to closely sludy thres diferant
hawiks 1o ged fut CROTRCTEr CRowmn pat

fowe i sdiza of a grown mdn Silshg
amound walchirky nawks and prachcng
peicilike” mobions dops Nol CONUTe Wp
veiots of Emimy awards. Whai & 0oes
compurg up 4 visions of Chnstopber at
Hawhss' Ccowanbiond of Sgning  aulo-
graphs m hel berd suil 8t SUDErmaThE
opemngs. A W Adam West of "Batman "

That wan'l kappen, Christopbar Says
and fus eyes narTow o angry Sus Al (hd
ety hicsght of such B thing

&1 e point, themm's no chance of a
symbiotic raimeonshep  Dabwesn i
argd Thom Chinglophed,” e 53ys ' KNow
N peratdem your2 [asng ADOoul and |
can caal wiih & The Hawk will e
anpear outsdde The soundsiags @ COS
purme. That's wihieie | diagw the lina. Whaen
| &y ng, | mEan o

En lar, tha Haws chafacled has bean
porrayed as an equal 10 Buck Rogers
They had a ceadly batte in s 582500 §
ppaning show, which anded in a draw
Since than, thay've Dean Jefhng glang
roughly thie same as Darmon and Fyinas
if not Starcky and Huch

“Thare 5l lkely 15 be & Supss Fghl
II- Chnstopnar Says,  al leasl ndl onkl
n@sl SEason

A coupla ol bmas Hawk has e
sponded 10 Buck's cres lor halp bke an
snjesgatactic Tonkg ming 0 save the
Lone Ranger. The mmphcabion thal Hawe
reghl B Supenor o Buch ssemingly
nasn’t upsel siar Gil Gerard, who has
ancouraged |ha development ol Chis
iophars role

Al 1hes poe, Inefe's sendus doubd
aboul ancihes saason lor "Buck Hogers
whio IS0l butning Up e Mulsen rElngs
thig wear A the meantime Chistopher s
enpoyng tha sleady work BnQ Conlinung
o polisn up hes sanse ol funod

"' -afgoying playeng somoDodhy wilh a
beak” he says, showing off His ow
hawklivg prohie. “Thats otfesr (han my
fa iy’




